THE JOY OF THE LORD

Lesson 10 – “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments”

“Part 1: The New Commandment”

John 15:10-14 & 17, John 13:34 & 35

Introduction:  The introduction to this lesson is a very simple, yet very important, true or false quiz of three questions.

· True or False: According to John 15:1-11, to abide in Christ results in being a fruitful branch.  True!

· True or False: According to the same verses, being a fruit-bearing branch is inseparably related to Jesus’ joy being in us to the full.  True!

Before the last question, notice Jesus’ emphasis in John 15:1-11 on the necessity of abiding in Him.  Read V4; now V5; now V6; and now V7.  We learn that the believer cannot know either fruit or joy apart from abiding in Christ.  And now the final question of the quiz.

· True or False:  According to V10, it is essential to keep Jesus’ commandments in order to abide in Him and His love.  True!  “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love.”  This is very clear.

Of course this raises another question:  What are Jesus’ commandments?  We need not wait long for at least a part of the answer.  See V12.  “This is my commandment.”  How wonderfully simple!  See also V17.  The next several lessons will have to do with “Joy And Jesus’ Commandments.”

i.
V12 & 17  The commandment of our text is “the new commandment”

A. John 13:34-35  Jesus’ new commandment is that His disciples love one another.

1. Does this sound strange to us?

2. Should it not be a fairly normal thing that the followers of Jesus love and demonstrate love to other believers?

3. Apparently the old Adamic nature is still alive in believers and in Jesus’ disciples if He must give a whole new commandment that we love one another.

B. If this is a new commandment, what was the old?

1. Matthew 22:34-39  Jesus sums up what His disciples had known, or “the old commandments.”

a. V37  Love God with all the heart, soul, and mind.  (This takes care of the first four of the Ten Commandments.)

b. V39  Love thy neighbor as thyself.  (This will take care of the last six of the Ten Commandments.)

c. Note that Matthew 22:40 says the law and the prophets hang on these two nails: love God and love your neighbor.

2. Notice the “old” in Deuteronomy 10:12-15 & 34-39.

a. They were required to love God.

b. They were taught to love strangers, the fatherless, and widows because God loved them.  (Leviticus 19:18)

c. But you must understand that Jesus’ story of love illustrated by the Good Samaritan (Luke 10) was foreign to them.  The Old Testament Jew figured he had shown love if he wasn’t overly mean to a non-Jew.

II.
John 13:34-35  an attempt to explain in what ways the commandment is new

A. “New” defined.

1. Under the law, they were taught to love God and love others.  So, to love others is not a new concept altogether. 

2. “New” is from the Greek word kainos. It means “that which is unaccustomed or unused; not new in time or recent, but new as to form or quality; of different nature from what is contrasted (in the Old Testament).”  (From Vines Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words)  

3. So The New Commandment does not mean that, before Jesus came, God never told men to show love to others.

a. But it does mean a new level and quality of love is now possible, and to exercise it is a command to Jesus’ disciples.

b. Should we not expect the coming of the Messiah to raise the standard?

B. In what ways will this newness be made known?  How will this higher quality and form of love be evident?

(Note: I will only mention the ways in this lesson, and will elaborate upon them in the next.)

1. V34-35  Love to one another will be the mark by which Jesus’ disciples may be distinguished.

a. The Jews of Jesus’ day were often known by their apparel, their ceremony, and their religiosity.

b. Jesus’ followers will wear the badge of brotherly love.

2. V34  The extent to which love is carried is new.

a. V34b  “As I have loved you.”

b. In the next lesson, we will attempt to measure the greatness of this manner of love.  Most definitely, Jesus sets a new standard.

3. V34  The inspiration to exercise the love is new.

a. V34b  “As I have loved you, that ye also love one another.”

b. Jesus’ love for me is to inspire me to love others in the same way.

c. Can you see that the command of the Old Testament says, “Love strangers, the fatherless, and widows, etc.  It’s the law!”  But a new inspiration is to love because we are loved by Christ.

C. This commandment is so vital that it became a major part of what He taught His own in His final days before Calvary.

Conclusion:  We must remember that this commandment practiced is essential to abiding in Christ, which is essential to bearing fruit, which is essential to joy; the joy of the Lord.

